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Sgt Brendan Yuill, LER (24 June 2016) 

 
Interviewer/Transcriber:  LCol M.C. Vernon 
 
Deployment:  Bosnia 1994 
 
Note: Quotations are not 100% verbatim 
 
Timecode Content 
0:25 Why volunteer?  Opportunity, few attachments in twenties.  He was in 

university, not really enjoying himself. Family expectations.  A tour 
excited him.  Chance to use his training. Disillusioned with university. 

1:20 Experience?  Tour training started at unit level in 1993.  He had three 
years of experience by then.  Some courses.  Some enemy force 
experience in Wainwright. 

2:00 Opportunity for more experience, work with different units.  Leave the 
country.  Knew it would be easier to travel in Europe on leave.  Not 
hoping for anything specific, just something different. 

2:45 Coverage was all over CNN.  Felt it was biased against one faction, 
overlooked atrocities by the other two.  Knew connection of Sarajevo to 
First World War.  History buff.   His perception was coverage was 
reporters in Sarajevo getting briefings from defenders of Sarajevo, but 
not leaving the hotel and getting out to see for themselves.  Example: 
Later in tour shared location with a British unit.  They had counter-
battery radar set and could track incoming fire in Sarajevo from 
another Muslim position (Muslim on Muslim fire).  “Essentially the 
Bosnians were shelling their own people for the benefit of CNN.  
Mackenzie and Michael Rose concluded much the same thing.” 

5:40 He was 21 when unit training started.  Left for Bosnia at age 22.  It took 
almost four years for his immediate family to come to terms with his 
military role in general.  Extended family made remarks, not to their 
credit.  “They didn’t understand what they were saying.  What are you 
trying to do—go out and get killed?”  His father stood up for him, asking 
for their support or threatening to cut them out of his life—“Support 
him or you’re dead to me.”  Nearly got into a fight with an uncle 
afterwards who complained about NHL lockout—not significant to 
Yuill. 

7:45 You volunteered, then they got a position for you.  Originally he was to 
be a communicator with B Coy, 1 PPCLI.  Realized he had to compete 
for his position.  Taken on as infantryman.  The company was attached 
in May 1994, CANBAT 2, in Visoko.  Part of the LdSH battle group. 

9:00 Judged on physical fitness, acumen, weapons handling.  His perception 
as a private.  How competitive?  Can’t remember.  They basically ran a 
repetition of the infantry course:  ranges, runs, route marches, gas hut, 
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section attacks.  If you fell out too often during physical training, you 
were done.  They fired a number of Reserve NCOs, cherry picking the 
best. 

10:30 Integration?  Various levels of maturity.  Competent, they’d take you in. 
Always some mouthpieces.  For the most part, he was treated well. 
Perhaps because of his size.  Battalion needed augmentees.  Once 
proven competent, they took them in.   

11:45 They went to Camp Pendleton, just as in Heartbreak Ridge with Clint 
Eastwood.  Did more ranges and scenario training, including convoy 
escorts.  Bosnians and Croatians signed a peace treaty, so emphasis 
shifted to treaty verification prior to deployment.  Unit leadership 
adapted well. 

13:00 Ranges were apt.  Rules of engagement training was relevant.  They 
were training with knowledge they had, not knowing ground situation 
would change.   

13:55 He was in Calgary for four months at Currie Barracks, then two months 
in Edmonton.  Training for about as long as he was overseas.  Some 
repetitive training. 

14:30 Expectations?  Didn’t know what to think.  Serbs were taking hostages 
at the time, chaining them to high value targets and daring NATO to 
bomb it.  What do you do when an armoured company rolls up on your 
section?  They thankfully didn’t have to deal with it. 

15:20 One relative with oilfield experience told him what to expect from 
Muslims, but this was at odds with seeing a Muslim roasting a pig and 
drinking brandy.  Smell of decomposition.  Blasted buildings.  
Inhumanity.  Biggest impression: devastation. 

16:30 They flew into Split and drove into Bosnia from there.  Sarajevo airport 
was not suitable.  Visoko had been an industrial site.  Factory.  Walled 
off with guard towers.  Kept riff-raff out.  Company was based in an old 
factory, living in modular tents inside the building structure.  Not there 
long. 

17:50 Initially in observation post.  Vantage point on a high feature, observing 
valley below.  Living in burnt-out house with a pad for their carrier.  
Used the carrier’s radio.  With a C6 GPMG in the section house/OP.   Job 
was treaty verification. 

19:00 They were to report troop movements .  Had intel that Bosnians used 
Afghan veterans as shock troops.   

20:00 Had a Croatian section next to them, mostly drunk.  Universal mine 
threat so no exploring.  House was on edge of village, with shoes 
outside the door.  Locals took shoes off before going in.  Village burnt-
out.  Suspect they’d been killed at night.  Afterwards realize what 
smelled so bad.  Living on edge of ethnically cleansed village for two 
months.  Presence was welcomed by remaining locals. 

21:20 People always invited them in for refreshments.  Had a “designated 
drunk” to drink what was offered, so the others could look around 
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properly.  There had been a sniper problem, but it moved 
on/disappeared after Canadians came in. 

22:15 Relationships?  “Like living with really enjoying roommates you can do 
nothing about.  And two had rank.  Had to deal with ideosyncracies. 
Snoring.  I was THAT guy.  They’d throw a boot at me..”  To avoid real 
fights, the unwritten rule was to let the tape on the ghetto blaster run 
for its entire side—couldn’t stop it sooner, even if it was country 
western music!  Found dogs, puppies in a burnt-out car they adopted, 
which kept things upbeat too. 

24:00 Memorable?  Boredom is a terrible thing.  Had a rat problem and some 
close shaves.  He doesn’t want to give detail in order to respect others’ 
reputation/privacy.  In another event, they did a clearing patrol where 
a family was burnt out of their home.  Obvious a family was trying to 
move into their old home.  They played fetch with a dog in a field—
clear they were using dog to trip any anti-personnel mines in the field.  
But someone from the Croatian side came down and burned down their 
house.  He viewed the Croatian police as a glorified death squad.   

26:00 He saw some movement and looked around the building.  Heat was too 
much to go in, so they backed off.  Saw some movement.  Brought rifle 
up and saw guy on a bicycle using Elcan site.  “I could just about pick 
the organ I wanted to shoot at that range”.  He didn’t have a weapon, so 
Yuill couldn’t shoot him due to the rules of engagement.  He’s convinced 
the man burned the family out of its house.  “If I’d shot him I would 
have made the world a better place.  But would have gone to jail or had 
to lie about it.  Adrenaline.  Physically stopping myself from shooting 
him is one of the hardest  things I’ve ever done.”  He’s often compared 
the feeling to lust.  “When I had that sight picture.  It’s comparable to 
having the woman of your dreams beside you in bed, but rolling over to 
read a book.  It would have been so easy to put a bullet in the bottom of 
his skull.  At that range, no problem at all.”  But with the fallout of 
Somalia scandal, we’d been cowed into not taking risks, interpreting 
the rules of engagement. 

28:40 The family lived.  The father told Yuill the cop’s name, wrote it down in 
his field message pad.  He passed the info to some officers. That’s where 
it ended.  Family lost home, but lived. 

29:30 ROE?  “Frustrating.  Very convoluted.  Someone running toward you 
with a grenade in his hand was not a threat, and after he threw it…” 
(more detailed) 

30:00 Certain amount of powerlessness.  Others who’d witnessed more 
atrocities and felt helpless, which might have contributed to trauma.  
These were UN ROE, not CF.  Could be impractical to the point of being 
ludicrously dangerous.  Other situations were more clear-cut than the 
frustrating experience he related about the cop.   

31:30 Belligerents?  Very rare to have them firing at the Canadians.  It went 
from a frontline area to a rear area, after Croat-Muslim agreement.  
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There was a mafia, former secret policemen, smuggling between the 
front lines: consumer goods, heroin, liquor.  Fighting would stop to 
enable this.  Main destabilizers in last third of his time was mafia, with 
local police in their pocket. 

33:10 No good guys in this story.  The Brits were the Royal Gloucester 
Berkshire Regiment, now part of The Rifles.  All sides burned churches 
and mosques, settling old scores.   Yugoslavia had been forced together 
under strong man [Tito].  Old animosities.  Croats collaborated with 
Nazis during the Second World War.  They found a new lease on life in 
the civil war.  Special forces units were basically death squads.  They 
were taught to look for their insignia and report them. 

35:30 Changes?  Extremes—more casual, sick and tired of people’s 
idiosyncracies.  Sometimes things were forced to a head.  Initially 
frightened and skittish, then get used to them.  Initially, explosions 
were viewed differently than when they realized they weren’t being 
targeted. 

36:45 Went on early leave to Hong Kong.  He was 22 with a full credit card.  
Visited a unit that had been in Wainwright the year before—Gurkhas 
who showed him around.  On leave with other army guys was all right.  
Not a shock due to war, but the shock of going from Edmonton to Hong 
Kong. 

38:15 By the time tour was over, it was surreal. He was ready to get on with 
his life. Not ready to leave military per se.   The past few years people 
have paid for his meals in food courts, but this was not the case in the 
mid-90s due to the Somalia Inquiry.  “Give us back your Kevlar, don’t be 
a stranger” when he cleared out of Calgary.  Took three days.  His 
parents got a hotel and he shared a room with a buddy.  Returned to 
company lines the next morning.  “Go, go, go before they change their 
minds!”  A quick departure/outclearance.  By end of tour they’d almost 
been marooned at a checkpoint. “More boring at the end than it was at 
the beginning” 

40:30 Fulfilling?  Didn’t know what to expect, so can’t say it fulfilled anything. 
B Coy was a very good unit, a mix of ex-Airborne and good people.  His 
OC [Maj Morris Brause] was very focused on his men’s welfare.  The 
CSM had 30 years in the military, lots of experience.  Might have been 
different if led by more ambitious people.  The right group of people for 
the right time.  Units he’s worked with since then have not been as 
good.  Saw some shocking stuff, but also bored often.   

42:40 Transition?  Tough.  Hearing people complain during hockey lockout, 
seemed so trivial by comparison.  Nearly came to blows with a relative. 
“For almost a year after I’d catch myself checking doorframes for booby 
traps.  Because of mine threat, I’d stay on sidewalk rather than walk 
across a field.”  Felt his heart rate going up while waking across 
university campus, expecting to be “hit”.  Another incident downtown: 
grew up with family from Yugoslavia—mixed couple.  Met their kid in a 
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bar and was introduced to a friend from other there—a particular 
ethnic group.  “There’s none of you left there any more,” Yuill told him.  
Adjustment issues. Biggest trigger is songs on the radio from that time. 
Or smells—decomposition and diesel.  “If I smell diesel fumes it makes 
me think of that time.”  Overwhelming majority of memories are sad. 
Sad that his fire team partner Neil MacKinnon (sp?) was killed in a 
training accident shortly after they came back. 

46:20 He was killed on a field firing range.  Which happened with Josh Baker 
in Afghanistan.  MacKinnon was a Patricia, rebadged from a Cape 
Breton unit.  He saved Yuill’s life twice—seeing a tripwire on one 
occasion. Then later on,  dissuading Yuill from planning to wack a mafia 
member.  Just wishes Neil was still alive. 

47:50 Songs?  Black Hole Sun by Soundgarden.  Naveed by Our Lady Peace.  
Hits on the radio.  Made me sad.  Made me think of Neil.  He wouldn’t 
want that.  Forced himself to listen to them in the past few years. 

48:50 Never sought counseling, in part because he got serious with his 
girlfriend.  Had a reason to settle down and be serious.  His plan was to 
settle down with girl, join British Army or even Foreign Legion.  Maybe 
head to West Coast to see if Hell’s Angels would let him hang around. 
But stuck with girl: 18 years of marriage and two kids together. 

49:45 Homecoming? The previous experience was Cyprus.  That was the 
benchmark.  Had to wean it out of people, especially saluting things.  
Literally 14 hours after he flew back, he was on his own.  He had a leave 
pass and was told he had to appear in DEUs in order to get cash for car 
storage costs.  Eventually they got processed.  As part of his post-tour 
medical he had to collect stool samples.  No booze and no red meat for 
three days.  Forget it!  Took back samples in test tubes.  Told they 
weren’t needed, he forced the techs to take them.  He was keen to 
parade with his unit, the only people he could relate to for a long time.  
Not that he held others in open contempt.  The regiment was very 
important to him at that time, and still is. 

52:45 Changes?  Before his first son was born, it was the single most defining 
event in his life.  His metric is not before/after high school, but  
before/after tour.  In Canada have to suspend disbelief.  With MILES 
gear in Canada you can shelter behind drywall (but not in combat).  It 
diminished his tolerance for stupidity.  He owes it to those leaders to 
emulate them.  “I hope I can measure up to them as time goes on” 

54:45 Timing was wrong to deploy again.  Didn’t want to go to Bosnia to be a 
gate guard.  Got a diploma from NAIT.  Other opportunities coincided 
with children’s births—“Wasn’t about to run out on the pregnant lady 
so I could relive my twenties”.   And would have involved a pay cut to 
do so. He might go again.   In the back of his head, he doesn’t think he’ll 
ever find such a good bunch of people to work with again.  Some births 
were difficult/premature.  As a reservist you can pick and choose, and 
can be around for kids’ births. 
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56:30 Tours make us more relevant.  It wasn’t until 95 or 96 that courses 
were interchangeable with Regular Force, there were also 
deltas/shortfalls.  It made us more relevant, gave Militia access to 
better courses and raised the bar. 

57:45 Don’t think about this stuff that often.  Advice for young soldiers?  He 
tells them to take it when they’re young.  Before other commitments 
intrude.  “Keep an eye on the people leading you”  Pay attention, read 
between the lines.  Take advantage of opportunities.   

59:20 Casualties.  He was the 2IC for Ray Arndt’s firing party and commanded 
the pallbearers for Zack McCormack and Josh Baker.  “It was the best 
and worst time for both cases.  Especially Ray.  He was very popular.  
Losing him was very tough”.  When the extended regimental family 
comes together to support each other, ceremonial side and support to 
families is important.  Tough losing a friend.  McCormack and Baker 
both worked for him on a support weapons course before they 
deployed.  He trained them.  McCormack’s was combat. His son was 14 
months, so it was tough seeing McCormack’s own baby pictures.  As 
pallbearer commander, he did tactical breathing to “keep it together” to 
get the casket out of the building.  Three regimental funerals in eight 
weeks that year—the third was Matthew Radowiz killed in a car 
accident.  Baker was also popular.  They joked with each other.  “Tough 
because it was negligence and the person who killed him lawyered up 
and threw everyone else under the bus” [Maj Darryl Watts of KOCR]  
Didn’t change what they had to do.  Flew to Scarborough.  Firing party 
provided by Queen’s Own Rifles.  Tough losing guys, but it does focus 
you.  Good news is the regimental system you can fall back on and use 
when things get tough like that. 

1:02:55 Parenthood changes how we feel—like before and after Copernican 
theory.  Sun no longer revolves around you. 

 Additional visuals desired: 
--funerals for Baker, Arndt, McCormack 
--B Coy, 1 PPCLI in Bosnia 

 


