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Timecode Content 

0:25 Before coming to Canada, he was in British artillery, including 29 
Commando.  Twelve years, including time in Suffield, before emigrating 
in 1995.  Prior to his tour, he was working with a local trucking 
company, coordinating movement within BC.  He volunteered, to put 
his training into actual use.  “I was at the point … midlife crisis, as my 
wife would put it.” He’d already done Northern Ireland. “Time for me to 
give back, guide the younger guys properly.” 

2:50 Reactions?  His wife understood, but wasn’t happy. He told her he 
wasn’t guaranteed to deploy until he stepped on the plane.  She 
supported him, but they had a couple of rough patches.   

3:40 His employer was very supportive.  He never hid his military 
commitments. He invited him to the unit for a visit.  Gave him a leave 
with no issues and guaranteed his job. 

4:15 He worked with unmanned aircraft systems, working with air force and 
4 Air Defence.  Went to Gagetown first.  His primary job was to look 
after the nine reservists in his team.  They got qualifications on 
vehicles, weapons, to get up to Regular Force standard.  The drone 
equipment was quite complex.  He went to Finland to look at different 
launching systems.  Received the equipment in 2006.  Had three teams, 
launching and recovery, refueling, and aircraft mechanics.  It was 
Sperwer/Skidoo, 500cc Rotex engine, 750 pounds.  Had to train people 
how to lift it with a crane. Most were gunners, so it was something 
different. 

7:00 Pilots, captains, and some artillery soldiers flew the aircraft.  They 
learned the systems all together.  Challenging.  Some people were more 
adaptable than others.  Difference between air force and army 
mentalities.  Air force pilots flew them.  Pilots were in the back of an 
HLVW truck in a sea container. Aircraft flew off line of sight at up to 
6,000 feet (?).  The range was good.  Works off a system like a 
cellphone.  The recovery part was different; it landed under parachute 
and air bag system.  “It was designed to crash.”  Had a range close to 
100 km.  There were other systems operating at higher and lower 
altitudes. 

10:00 Training?  Some very good, some not so good.  In part due to mismatch 
between army and air force.  Recovery teams were mostly army, but 
he’d force air force to accompany them.  Some didn’t like it.  
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11:00 Expectations?  Knew it would be hot.  “As a redhead, this is not going to 
be fun.” But ground was a lot different than he expected.  But he saw 
parallels with southern Alberta:  small communities, farmers doing the 
fields.  

12:10 Hopes? Hoped to achieve some stuff.  They got the dam up and running 
on their tour.  He could watch the projects being conducted from his 
point of view in the air.  He learned quite a bit from the locals. 

13:15 It was rewarding for him.  “I’ve reached a milestone in my life, I want to 
see if I can pass something back to my guys.  We had fun.  We did our 
jobs.”  Many didn’t have combat experience.  But he also had Bosnia 
experience with Brits too.   

14:45 Reg/Res relations? Some tension at first.  Regs hadn’t had to deal with 
such numbers at the same time.  “You’re just a part-timer, you don’t 
really know enough.  But I found a lot of my guys were more apt than 
their Regular counterparts.  My job to ensure the buffer was smoothed 
out.”   A little tough sometimes.  “We’ve got to educate them.  My guys 
wanted to be there.  When a reservist volunteers to go on a tour, he’s 
willing to make any sacrifice, but Regulars go because that’s their job.  
Reservists work seven days a week, take personal holidays to go on 
courses.” 

16:50 Why more apt?  This is a new system to Regs and Reserves.  But a lot of 
Reserve soldiers had done some research, but Regs didn’t do the same.  
Reservists used their initiative to learn a little bit prior.  On exercise, in 
Suffield or Wainwright,  some Regs viewed it as just another exercise.  
But some Reservists also slackened off once in a while. 

18:20 Soldiers came from all across the west, about 11 reservists in the end. 
They came under 444 Squadron and 4 Air Defence Regiment.  He had to 
go to Gander to show the former how to use their weapons in the 
middle of winter.   

19:45 First impressions? He was first person on the ground from his group. 
Landed at KAF, then taken to BATs (big assed tents).  At first, 
completely lost.  His job was “organize everything” until the remainder 
arrived on the ground.  Got his initial briefings.  Oriented himself to the 
base.  Met with everyone he could meet.  A challenge for the first week, 
working at several jobs. 

21;50 They were located by the runway, so noise levels were significant.  “My 
head automatically went into military mode.  My head was in my job.” 
Space was huge.  Plenty of walking, as if in a major city.  Quarters were 
tents.  Very confined personal space.  Communications with home were 
a challenge.  He used a laptop to stay in touch.  It’s still working, in spite 
of the dust that got into everything.  Skype, email. Photographs. “I 
actually started writing letters again.  An old art form.” 

24:00 Phone? It was hard due to time difference, trying to sync their 
schedules.  They setup certain times to Skype.   

24:45 Typical day? They split into two 12-hour shifts.  From 0600-1800, 
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1800-0600, but they had to revamp once soldiers started going on 
leave.  Some days were 18 hours.  He did a two-day stint once.  On 
average, three aircraft launches and recovery a day.  Aircraft could stay 
up for four hours due to heat and fuel limitations.  It could fly longer at 
night, perhaps six hours.  Camera was a Nikon, worth $1.2 million, 
black and white imagery. Amazing.  They had eight aircraft, but some 
were down for maintenance/repairs. Treated like an aircraft.  Had a 
parachute rigger.  Had a lot of issues: aircraft had a tendency to quit 
more than it should have.  The launcher would go down. They wanted 
to keep an aircraft up at all times. 

28:00 There could be up to 20 aircraft in flight at any time—Canadian, British, 
American, with all assets linked together. On the ground, mini-UAVs 
were also used.  They monitored roadways, noting where ground had 
been disturbed. They would circle troops’ activity, inspect villages. 

29:40 You have to fly the Sperwer, can’t just program it on auto pilot. But 
other systems are different.  He spent three months doing imagery with 
the Americans later, plotting a route for an aircraft.  Basically they had 
24/7 visibility.  All had to learn how to fly the aircraft, to cross-train in 
the various jobs.  It was like a radio-controlled airplane, gaming system.  
Simplicity. A lot of straight and level flying, looping around. 

31:30 Different when troops were in contact, a bit more complicated.  They 
could get 10-figure grid reference, that accurate.  One person flies and 
the other handles the imagery.  They trained and improved for the 
whole tour.  Canada became a leader. 

33:10 Recovery?  Aircraft would run out of fuel early or lose its signal, which 
could make it hard to track and recover.  They would shut down for an 
unknown reason (dust and heat?), so they spent a lot of time going out 
to recover them outside the wire.  One of them was in a minefield at 
night. Often they would travel with the RAF Regiment.  With a Scottish 
unit, he had to translate for his soldiers who couldn’t understand the 
Scots.   

35:00 Only scary one was going OTW with a new driver and the Americans, 
about 600 metres.  All their alarms went off and they had to stop.  They 
were in Land Rovers (?) and he was in a Bison, apparently on top of six 
105mm artillery shells.  Hair-raising.   They secured the ground, stayed 
where they were,  while the Brits cleared around the vehicles.  They 
had to back into base, then go out later to recover the aircraft in the 
minefield. 

36:55 He retells the story:  Escorted by British, alarms go off.  Driver has 
never been OTW before.  They all stop.  His Bison is followed by the 
armoured HLVW—the two heaviest vehicles.  “It’s me.”  They backed 
everyone up, leaving him sitting alone.  They cleared the area and 
backed up the Bison on the same route.  Back to KAF.  Found out it was 
six 105s.  Very close to the camp.  Still had to recover the airplane, so 
they deployed by a different route.  Took all night to get it.  His young 
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driver refused to go out ever again.  “I’m fine with that.  I’ve spoken to 
him since then, and had a good laugh.” 

40:10 The alarms?  The electronic countermeasures “bubble” that blocks 
cellphones.  But British and Canadian systems were not compatible.  He 
had to be close to British, under their bubble.  The alarm signifies 
there’s electronic item or something wired to electronic circuit.   He 
doesn’t know much about its complexities.   

42:20 He doesn’t know if someone was trying to detonate the explosives.   He 
got his information from the EOD specialists.   It was designed to hit a 
heavy target, to be triggered by a heavy vehicle, not a Land Rover. 

43:20 When they got back in, the driver said he didn’t want to go back out.  
They talked about it as a group.  “You’ve got to take that experience and 
learn from it. You know your equipment works.  And that’s why we 
didn’t die.  You should be confident.”  Later on, the soldier indicated 
he’d be ready to go out again, on a short trip.  “Talk about it.  Get it out 
of your system.  The second you bottle it up, your mind starts working 
through ifs, ifs, ifs.  The padre talked to all the crew later.” 

45:25 Effect on him? Understanding the scenario helped.  “I knew my family 
was set.  I came to do a job.  This is a risk of doing that.”  

46:15 Another incident?  Halfway through the tour, they had a spate of 
aircraft not taking off properly and he says they were looking for 
someone to blame.  They did an inquiry and tried to push the blame to 
the launchers, but he knew they were in good shape.  He felt insulted 
when the inquiry team showed up.  They had an incident when an 
aircraft dipped on takeoff, struck a US excavator and exploded in fire.  
He felt they were trying to scapegoat the launchers, but they were 
exonerated (they didn’t know Americans were working in the launch 
area, and vice versa).  The UAVs were moved further away, with no 
security or guard towers.  They redesigned the camp and received the 
American UAVs too. 

49:15 “My HLTA, we could have gone anywhere in the world and my wife 
said, ‘We’re going to Disney’.”  He managed to link up with an old 
British Army friend and his family too.  He and his wife even got a 
three-day cruise.  He flew Kandahar to Dubai to New York.  But flight 
was cancelled out of New York.  The airline got him a limousine from 
JFK to La Guardia and a different flight so that he still arrived before his 
family. And he flew back first class too. 

51:00 He’d done 90% of his tour prior to HLTA.  It would have been harder 
for those who took their leave at the start of their tour.  Going back in, 
he had to switch back on again.   The dust and dirt took some adjusting.  
They were still living in tents. 

52:10 HLTA date selection?  To alleviate stress they spread out the leave over 
the entire tour, only 2-3 at a time.  People put in their preferred dates.  
He offered to take the end dates.  Their sergeant major coordinated the 
fine details of matching dates to names.  There were actual travel 
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agents at KAF who booked everything.  It paid for his wife and sons 
flights to Florida, and the cruise.   To Baja (?) 

54:15 He enjoyed learning about the UAV system, like going from being an 
infantryman to being a technician.  He learned about carbon fibre, 
repairing wings.  He’s a mechanic by trade.  It was all new for them. 
These systems are life-savers. 

55:45 Coming home?  Cyprus?  He was one of the last to leave.  They arrived 
late at night in Cyprus.  More briefings about . “OK, I’m looking for my 
pistol.  I don’t need to worry about this. I don’t need my rifle.”  He’d 
been to Cyprus with the British Army, so he visited some old sites.  
They had some drinks and vented.  Others did the tours that were 
offered.   

57:20 It was very useful.  “It gets your mind unlocked from the tasks.  This 
allows your mind to relax, because it’s been at high tempo for so long.  
Body relaxes, mind relaxes.  Now I’m ready to come home.  I’ve done 
what I had to do.  Some guys had a harder time.” 

58:25 Homecoming?  A bit of a disaster.  They were attached to a French 
group going to Montreal via Airbus.  They offloaded everyone’s gear 
and went through Customs. They had to fly through Winnipeg, about 40 
people in all.  He notices a whole bunch of kit on the ground as the 
aircraft heads out.  Get to Winnipeg, mostly reservists and some Reg 
Force from Shilo.  They go to get their kit and he then reports what he 
saw in Montreal.  All he had was his day pack.  Expected to be in 
accommodations in Winnipeg, but instead they’re bused to Shilo, 
exhausted. They arrive at Shilo gym to meet families.  Finally, only 10 
reservists left, everyone else has gone.  The 2 PPCLI RSM asked about 
their status.  Lapthorn “lost it”  when the RSM suggested they crash on 
the gym floor.  He and the RSM found accommodations for them all in 
the officers’ mess.  They had to bring Winnipeg staff to Shilo to clear 
them the next morning. 

1:02:40 They had to fly out to different destinations, but there was no transport 
arranged. “That was my breaking point.”  He called the limo company 
and called four limos to get them to the airport.  When he was told he’d 
be stuck in Calgary, he got antsy again.  Was met by Maj Beauchamp’s 
wife [Laureen] and she managed to cut his face with her diamond ring. 
“I’d gone the whole tour without a scratch, and it looks really good with 
my tan uniform, bleeding everywhere.”  Another soldier from 
Lethbridge drove up to Calgary to pick him up and bring him home. 

1:04:30 Transitions?  Didn’t realize he’d injured himself on tour, blowing out 
his shoulder.  Had to have two surgeries to fix it.  The system really 
helped.  He’s fully fit now.  Transition was a challenge.  Always looking 
for his pistol, restless at 3 o’clock in the morning. Took a few weeks.  “I 
did get upset with someone in Burger King one day, a lady complaining 
about having a pickle.  I was still in desert tans and said there’s people 
in the world with a lot more to complain about.  Why did that upset 



Sgt Anthony Lapthorn, 21 July 2016   
 

 

me? She was talking down to a young kid trying to do his job.  She saw I 
was in uniform, didn’t say anything and walked away.” 

1:07:00 Once in a while he’d find himself doing convoy driving, sitting up close 
to vehicles, watching intersections for longer than normal.  But 
eventually he got back into his normal routine.  Tried his civilian job, 
but could never flick back into it, a high stress job.  So he took a 
quartermaster position in his unit.  Wanted to do something less 
stressful, more slowly.  He says he doesn’t know how he wrecked his 
should.  Working on a launcher, it might have jarred and ripped.  
Started losing feeling in his fingers.  Within a week, no movement. They 
figured it out in theatre.  “You tore it good.”  He also fell down once.  
Maybe that was it?  Heavy equipment. 

1:09:45 Comparisons between British and Canadian deployments?  He was 
more prepared having been in a desert before. He did quite a few tours: 
Northern Ireland, Gulf War, Yugoslavia. “I’ve seen some things any 
person shouldn’t have to see.”  He needed to do Afghanistan.  

1:11:00 Two different militaries?  Had to translate Scots.    Halfway through the 
tour, Canadians could finally understand the Scots.  They replaced COs 
midway through the tour and he was tasked to run an exercise around 
a move.  He ran this exercise.  Had young captains fill command roles 
with IEDs, worst case scenarios.  The British received it well.   

1:13:30 Effect? It opened his eyes to successes and non-successes.  “My career 
is going to have to wind down, push knowledge to younger guys.”  He’s 
now working in recruiting.  It’s a challenge to find the right people to do 
the job.   

1:15:00 His career with the Canadians has been phenomenal.  He’s adapted 
what he learned with the British. “I wouldn’t be doing it after 30-plus 
years if I didn’t enjoy what I’m doing.  And I still enjoy it.” 

 Additional visuals desired: 
--Sperwer drone/UAV 

 


